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The Letters of Imam Al-Mahdi and the

Debate over their Issuance

I Sheikh Kadim Al-Qara Guli

Mahdism has been the target of many questions, as the
following: How could the ambassadors of Imam Al-Mahdi
to abide to their designated position under the system of
the Abbasids, while the authorities were after any clue that
may lead them to the Imam. So, is it even possible for the
ambassadors to carry out their missions, despite their well-
known position in the society?

Other questions concern the letters of Imam Al-Mahdi:
how can we be sure that they are written by the Imam
himself? How can we believe the Ambassadors?

There are also other related questions which found their
ways to the mind of the masses. In this study, I will try to

propose some answers to these questions.
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A Study of the Golden Chain Hadith as Narrated by

Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUH) in the Sunnas’ Sources

I Sayed Mahmood Al-Mogadas Al-Guraifi

All the Muslims have agreed upon the importance of believing in Imam Al-
Mahdi (PBUH) and that he is from Ahlulbait, and that he will rise at the end of
time to establish his just state to eradicate all injustice and oppression. Yet, the
debate is about whether he is born or not. There are several evidences that refer
to the birth of Imam Al-Mahdi and that he is concealed. For example, the Hadith
of the Golden Chain is narrated by great Sunni narrators, which was narrated by
Imam Al-Mahdi himself from his forefather Imams from the Prophet who stated:
“Gabriel the archangel told me: God the Lord of the lords said: I am the Lord God
who has no like; whosoever admits My Unity enters my fortress, and whosoever
enters My fortress, he is safe from My torment”. They narrated this Hadith from
Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUH) in their primary sources. If there was any skepticism in
his existence, they would never had narrated it. In other words, they would never
narrate a Hadith from a man who is not born yet. There are many great Sunni
theologians who have confirmed the truth of this Hadith in their books, as Said bin
Muhammad bin Masoud Al-Kazerouni (Vod A. H.), Ibn Al-Jozori (AYY A.H.), Ibn
Agqila (VYo+ A.H.), Wali-Allah Al-Dahlawi (VYV0 A.H.) and others.

It has been a great effort to recognize the names of the narrators, while other
names are not mentioned at all. Here, I sought to mention all the available names
who mentioned this Hadith. I moreover proposed a study of their biography. I
mentioned all the available details of the narrators, as the date of their birth, death,

social, and political life.
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The Mother of Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUH):
An Undeniable Fact

I Sheikh Nazih Muhi-Deen

Because the case of the mother of Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUH) was
not investigated and studied enough, the opponents of this ideology
found it a paved way to attack the historicity of this case and deny its
existence. They propose that because there is no name of her father
(the mother of Imam Al-Mahdi) mentioned in history books, then
there is no clue for the existence of this woman, finally denying the
very existence of Imam Al-Mahdi himself. The greater problem is
that there is a number of shaky Shias who have adopted this idea, as
Ahmad Al-Kateb.

This study, then, tends to prove the historical existence of this lady.
Through a set of timetables, this paper proves the exact time and place
of the residence of the lady. The conclusions of this study are as the
following:

First: a representation of the historical clue of the life of this lady.

Second: a representation of the biography of the father and
grandfather of the mother of Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUH).

Thus, the methodology of this paper is a move from a skeptical

stance to certainty.
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A Study of the Documentation of

Mahdism by German Orientalists

I Hasan Jasem Al-Khaqgani (Ph.D.)

In a new optimistic dawn, the expecting supporters await the arrival
of the last savior, Imam Al-Mahdi bin Al-Hasan (PBUH), with whose
debut, the reign of love, peace, and justice begin, after long periods of
injustice and darkness. Hereby, we can recognize the importance of
Mahdism, for which many books and researches have been published
in the Islamic world. Moreover, Orientalism paid sufficient attention
to this field. The German school of Orientalism had a great share,
both positively and negatively, in this field. On the one hand, some
orientalists sought to study this field for scientific purposes, while on
the other hand, others aimed at this study for ideological purposes,
diverting the conclusions to what may adapt to their goals, like creating
intellectual crises in the Islamic world.

The German orientalists encountered Mahdism from different
perspectives, like the very foundation of this field and its findings. The
case of the birth of the Imam has also been a site of attention for these
researchers. They investigated all the surrounding historical, political,
and social contexts of the birth and life of Imam Al-Mahdi. They
also studied both the Minor and Major Occultations, in addition to
the four Ambassadors of the Imam and their impact on the political,
social, and economic life of the followers of Ahlulbait (PBUT).

Thereby, I have classified his study into the following sections:

First: the skeptical attitude of the orientalists towards the very
identity of Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUH).

Second: the orientalist study of the political context that surrounds
the birth of the Imam.

Third: a study of both the Minor and Major Occultations, as well as
the socio-political life of the four Ambassadors.
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The Lost Condition

I Jaber Al-Naseri

After the beginning of the Major Occultation, Imam Al-Mahdi
(PBUH) did not break his relationship with his followers, Shias, and
deputies. There are many sources that mention several incidents, in
which the Imam met his followers and Shias in various occasions and
places.

In fact, after the Shias experienced this lot of catastrophes throughout
history, they became more solid and tolerant. They also became more
prepared to welcome the promised day of the Debut of the Imam
and his announcement of the universal revolution. Alongside this
preparation, the statistics of social and scientific consciousness among
his supporters is rising.

As a matter of fact, any nation is in need to go through bitter
historical experiences to diagnose its symptoms and wrong choices,
finally to recognize that the ultimate salvation lies in the instructions
and teachings of the school of Quran and Ahlulbait (PBUH).

In this paper, the two proposals of renaissance that are motivated
and inspired by Quran and the true Sunnah of the Prophet can be
realized by well aware masses, which we lack today, because if those

prepared masses were available, the holy Debut would happen.
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A Comparative Study of the Economic
Condition in the Times of Both
Occultation and Debut

I Shiekh Maher Al-Hajaj

Many researchers have been paying great attention to Mahdism, in which
lies the future of the world. It is somehow a complex case, which is also directly
related to the life of the Shias. It is the standard upon which, the quality of a
Shia’s faith is measured. In fact, it is related with many occultation cases, as
the Debut that is related to the divine will, the signs of the Debut that are
described by Ahlulbait (PBUT), the resurrection, and the miracles that will
happen by the Imam after his Debut like the staff of Moses that is among
the possessions of the Imam to be used the same way it was used by Moses
himself. Thus, these issues led the researchers to write thousands of books and
studies about various topics of Mahdism. However, I did not find a specific
study that concerns the economic side of Mahdism that covers both periods of
Occultation and Debut.

This study, then, seeks to shed some light on the economic side of Mahdism
that is considered one of the most fundamental factor of the life of any society.
It also encounters the fall of the global economy and its fatal features, compared
with that of the utopia that Imam Al-Mahdi will establish. It, moreover,
discusses the reasons that lead to disastrous ending of any economic system
and how we can avoid such an ending, depending on the one that Imam Al-

Mahdi plans to initiate.
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The Future and its Relation to

Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUH)

I Professor Amer Abd Zaid Al-Waely (Ph.D.)

This study tends to investigate the future and its relation to Imam
Al-Mahdi strategically from a theological point of view. Thus,
this topic is theologically encountered through the philosophy of
history. In other words, the future is read through the philosophy
of history and how history may contribute to the formation of
future.

This study takes the form of religious exegesis of history and
its teleological destination by means of relating the future to the
history, represented through a set of Hadiths narrated from the
Prophet and Ahlulbait (PBUT) and how they designated a specific
point in the future of history, regarding the promised savior.

The discourse of future, represented in Mahdism, is a theological
utopian discourse that aims at changing the miserable condition
of the world, its poverty, mass destruction, and identity crisis,

through presenting an alternative version of government.




A2 9gl! SIS st
Sl 2181 (AN A3l 1 S9N (1 pE (se

Gl S| ! l

S s alad 25U o Al Gl es sl i gL
G T5mane Lad o) o loml a5 ol aamnd i g2y oIl gl
sl amdl sl oV sl ol ol (o el o DY 5 iy )l sl
* (sl Al Ol o Oyl

et s

i) By 50l 5,55 25 e IS -

e o 05 1o gl 5,85 25 e JS - Y

Ll g dn LS o — O g lo e |3 LS e = T

525 gl S i S Lgtiamy 1 sl 3,55 (25 e JS - T
(gt s cggll s gl L gl

O PV SVIER S ROV SRR VIR QS NS CE -
Ll e L 5 (o Glaudl (L)) Joii s 05 5l

Gl 8,15, 2 5 ey el Lo O 1l
=N O e U] (sl J 51O e Blasl ¢ oSl L
) [EEPE [ PRpUII PR SV-Pel FORSN I PRip ey
ST L et el b el 3 U s Lol 1550 a2
Lt by 2 js F iy szl g ikt ol elar s S ss—b
EPEr P\ TS EPIN | P IV I

J

H
n
£
.n
=
-
o
q
k.
3
a
o
=N

YAt




E
n
e
B
L
>
4
4
=]
a
z
=N

YAO

An Analysis of False Mahdism Claims in
the Islamic History from the First to the

Fourth Centuries (A.H.)
| Sheikh Usama Al-Atabi

This study proposes a historical perusal of the false claims of Mahdism in the Islamic
nation. In any analytical research, the study of history is crucial because it is a supporting
factor in theological fields. The study of history plays a great role also in all Islamic fields,
like literature, politics, jurisprudence, philosophy, and other fundamental Islamic sciences.
So, in the light of history, we will find out that the case of false claims of Mahdism is not
a new phenomenon, or that the Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUH) must be blamed.
This problem appeared since the very first stages of the Islamic history. These false claims
are classified as the following:

1- Claims for oneself.

2- Claims for others. This also subdivides as the following:

a. Claims before death.

Claims after death.

3- Claims of relation to Imam Al-Mahdi (the son of the
Imam, his inheritor, his representative, the door to the Imam, his
representative, his ambassador).

4- Claims of signs of the Debut of the Imam Al-Mahdi, as being
Al-Yamani, Al-Sofiani, Al-Hasani, and other characters.

So, this study goes through a historical perusal of the most important false claims of
Mahdism starting from the first century to the end of the fourth century. It also highlights

the ideological, political, and personal factors that gave rise to these claims.
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The Concept of the Savior in Worldly
Religions: A Comparative Study

I Noor Najeh Husain

The universal savior and his utopia have many features that have been proposed
by different religions. They all agree that tomorrow will be a better day and the
promised day is close. One of the most important features of this utopia is that
it should be a just and reformative government. As Hinduism proposes: “When
the world is full of injustice, a perfect man will rise, whose name is ‘the savior’.
He will end all oppression and establish a state of justice. He will save the world
when Brahmonton rises”. Buddhism also believes in the return of Buddha as the
ultimate savior by means of Nirvana. As for Zoroastrianism, it awaits the return of
a savior, for whom “the world is prepared and waiting”. These three religions share
the feature of ‘power’ in the savior. Hinduism mentions that: “His state shall prolong
for a long time, and his life will be long, and he will survive till the end of the world.
He will dominate the shores of all seas, the isles of Serendip, the tomb of Adam
the father, and the mounts of the moon. His state extends to the north of Venus,
and the sword of seas and oceans”. Buddhism refers to the rise of the last Avatar
who will rule with justice. He is the incarnation of Buddha himself. The rise of
each Avatar, according to their mythology, is every five thousand years. Concerning
Zoroastrianism, it believes that among the characteristics of the state of the savior
is the well-being of people and the domination of prosperity, while there will be an
absence of diseases, destitution, and abundance of blessing and grace. He will be the
last savior: “Saoshyant will be the last man who will come to earth, purify it, and
destroy injustice”.

These topics and their related fields will be discussed in detail in this research.
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Husain bin Rouh Al-Nobakhti the Third Ambassador
(May Allah have Mercy upon him):
A biographical Study

I Sajid Sabah Al-Askary

It is universally acknowledged that the study of
history plays a crucial role in revealing facts about
the life of people and society. The role of history
is highlighted even further when it concerns great
historical figures. This study investigates the life of
a great figure whose name will be alive as long as
history moves on because of the great services he
had presented to Islam. In this regard, this study is
constituted of two sections:

First: a study of biography, including his name, his
social status, his death, and his burial site.

Second: a study of his religious role through his
ambassadorship and facing false Mahdism claims.
He was also a narrator of the Hadiths of Ahlulbait,
in addition to introducing the thoughts of Ahlulbait
to all people.
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